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Alumni News

Omaha, Jan. 9, 2009. Francis “Frank” 
R. Pane, BSC, JD, Omaha, Dec. 16, 
2008. John Q. Swift, JD, Manchester, 
Iowa, Jan. 26, 2009.

50 George S. Hruska, BSC, 
Omaha, Jan. 14, 2009. Thomas 

J. McMahon, BSC, San Diego, March 
2, 2009. John “Jack” T. Mazzie, BS, 
Omaha, Dec. 29, 2008. Dorothy A. 
Sand, SJN’48, BSN, Syracuse, Neb., 
Feb. 26, 2009. Pierce A. Rooney Jr., 
MD, Sacramento, Calif., Jan. 14, 2009. 
Charles Walters Jr., BSC, Raytown, 
Mo., Jan. 14, 2009.

51 Dixon G. Adams, JD, Bellevue, 
Neb., April 9, 2009. Gerald L. 

Colonica, MD, San Jose, Calif., Jan. 
14, 2009. Donald J. Dummer, MD, 
New Brighton, Minn., Feb. 12, 2009. 
Sr. M. “Mary” Paul Ege, OSB, MA, 
Atchison, Kan., March 24, 2009. Robert 
H. Ritzdorf, Arts, Colorado Springs, 
Colo., Feb. 12, 2009.

52 Matthew J. Connors, BS, 
Albuquerque, N.M., Jan. 26, 

2009. Sr. M. Leonita Hager, OSF, 

MSEdu, Alliance, Neb., Feb. 6, 2009. 
Estella (Stevens) Hittner, SJN, 
Scottsbluff, Neb., Jan. 31, 2009. Stanton 
B. Smith, BS, Holyoke, Colo., Feb. 10, 
2009.

53 Sr. Mary Patricia Scanlon, 
RSM, BSN, Omaha, Feb. 27, 

2009. † Eugene F. Stormberg, DDS, 
Omaha, Jan. 6, 2009. Anne (Bray) 
Statz, SCN, Sioux Falls, S.D., Oct. 31, 
2008.

54 Joseph J. Lavin, DDS, 
La Jolla, Calif., March 6, 

2009. James Reifert, BS’50, MD, 
Cottonwood, Calif., Jan. 28, 2009.

55 Robert H. Doyle, JD, Valley, 
Neb., April 3, 2009. Norman 

G. Knott, DDS, Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
Jan. 16, 2009. Robert B. Nolan, MD, 
Arlington, Ohio, Jan. 27, 2009.

56 Therese M. (Kuti) Way, 
SCN, Tucson, Ariz., Feb. 13, 

2009.

57 Richard V. Barry, MD, Valley, 
Neb., April 3, 2009.

58 Rita Guynan, MA, Omaha, 
Dec. 31, 2008.

59 Jean M. Bonnema, BS’51, 
MD, Montrose, Colo., March 

17, 2009. John R. Sarlo, DDS, Denver, 
Dec. 1, 2008.

60 James B. Rothwell, MSEdu, 
Bonner Springs, Kan., Feb. 16, 

2009.

61 L. “Loyal” Patrick O’Connor, 
BA, Kenosha, Wis., April 2, 2009.

63 Barbara J. (Rasser) Walker, 
SJN, Omaha, Feb. 25, 2009.

64 Sr. M. Karlanne Hanna, 
RSM, BS, Omaha, March 

21, 2009. Lawrence H. Louis, BSBA, 
Colorado Springs, Colo., Feb. 13, 2009.

65 Doris O. (Hoerig) Mahoney, 
BA, Omaha, Feb. 12, 2009.

66 Michael P. Sporcic, MA, 
Omaha, March 18, 2009. 

Thomas J. Tarsney, JD, Omaha, 
March 10, 2009. Elizabeth “Beth” 
Upah, BSPha, Denver, Jan. 17, 2009. 

Nancy E. Broedlow, BA, Streator, Ill., 
Feb. 2, 2009.

67 Carol A. Daneff, BS, 
Omaha, Feb. 7, 2009. Frank F. 

Pospishil, JD, Omaha, Feb. 10, 2009.

72 James P. Burke, BusAd, 
Spirit Lake, Iowa, March 27, 

2009.

73 Michael E. Moreland, MD, 
Chesapeake, Va., Jan. 21, 2009.

77 Candace “Candy” A. 
Loseke, BS, Omaha, April 

18, 2009. Tommie D. Leverich, DDS, 
Oklahoma City, Feb. 28, 2009. Steven 
B. Schwarzkopf, Arts, Pittsford, N.Y., 
April 13, 2009.	

78 Karen K. (Kelly) Bacon, 
BSN, Killeen, Texas, Feb. 12, 

2009. Douglas E. Witt, BSBA’73, 
MBA, Omaha, Jan. 4, 2009.

80 Ellen R. Kessler, MD, 
Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 21, 2009.

81 Robert N. North, JD, Omaha, 
April 16, 2009.

84 Ronald J. Bauers, BA’70, 
MBA, Omaha, Jan. 12, 2009. 

Barbara K. Burbach, BA, Lincoln, 
Neb., March 27, 2009. Catherine M. 
(Albright) Eubank, Arts, Indianola, 
Iowa, March 26, 2009. William F. 
McGinness, DDS, Fremont, Neb., Feb. 
14, 2009.

85 Timothy G. Quille, BA, 
Summit, N.J., Feb. 21, 2009.

86 Kimberly A. Ruggeberg-
Gomez, BSBA, Tempe, Ariz., 

Feb. 7, 2009.

90 Joseph S. Cowan, BSBA, 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, March 30, 

2009. Jon T. Kucera, BSBA, Kearney, 
Neb., Jan. 25, 2009.

91 Amanda K. Daly, BA, 
Overland Park, Kan., Jan. 31, 

2009. Barbara (Moon) Goodrich, 
BSN’79, MS, Omaha, March 12, 
2009. Michael A. Dubruiel, MA, 
Birmingham, Ala., Feb. 3, 2009.

OBITUARY CORRECTIONS:
Dianne (Lenert) Hurrell, BSN’81, was 
incorrectly listed as deceased in the 
Spring 2009 issue. 

The date of death for John G. 
McBride, BA’48, was incorrect in the 
Spring 2009 issue. McBride died on 
July 28, 2008.

Three young alumni did not cross paths 
while at Creighton, but today they work closely 
together in Baltimore for a cause they all believe 
in. Jessica Gappa, 
BA’04, Alexandria 
Sutton, BA’07, and 
Matt Klenda, BSBA’08, 
are three of only 
21 staff members 
at the Cal Ripken, 
Sr. Foundation, 
which helps at-risk 
youth develop their 
talents and become 
productive citizens. 

The foundation was 
established by Major 
League Baseball 
players and brothers 
Cal Ripken Jr. and Bill 
Ripken in memory of their family’s patriarch. Cal 
Ripken Sr. was a player, coach and manager with 
the Baltimore Orioles for 37 years.

Gappa, assistant director of development and 
communications, was the first to be hired. She 
said Sutton and Klenda “came out at the top of 
the stack of applicants” for AmeriCorps VISTA 
placements with the foundation after multiple 
interviews. “Knowing the education they had 
received gave me confidence they’d be strong 

additions to the team,” she said.
Klenda, who is a resource development 

specialist and maintains the foundation’s 
website, www.
ripkenfoundation.org, 
credits the Creighton 
alumni network with 
helping him land his 
position. “Creighton’s 
community of alumni 
stretches coast to 
coast. When I learned 
there were two 
Creighton alumni 
at the foundation, I 
talked to them and 
they encouraged me to 
apply.” 

Sutton, who became 
a development 

assistant following her volunteer year, assists with 
special events, fundraising, volunteer coordination 
and educational materials. 

All three say they are impressed with the work 
of the foundation, the Ripken family and the 
preparation for life they received from Creighton. 

“Many people know that Cal was a Hall of 
Fame baseball player, but I’ve been able to see 
the other side of him,” said Klenda. “He and his 
brother Bill are caring and inspiring people.” 

Alums Step Up to the Plate for Ripken Foundation

From left, Matt Klenda, BSBA’08, Cal Ripken Jr., Jessica 
Gappa, BA’04, and Alexandria Sutton, BA’07, work 
together at the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation in Baltimore.  
An artist’s depiction of the senior Ripken decorates the 
wall behind them. 



Antwonette Hobbs

www.creighton.edu/development

Scholarships Open Opportunities
Antwonette Hobbs, who just completed her freshman year at 

Creighton, grew up in Houston living in a “low-income area” with her 
grandmother, three brothers and two sisters.

Her dream? A college education. She was determined. She would be 
the first in her family to attend college. Hobbs fell in love with Creighton 
during her first visit. “It was like family,” she says.

Some dreams just need a boost. Hobbs’ came in the form of the 
Deborah A. Macdonald (BA’72, JD’80) Foundation Scholarship. “I am so 
grateful for this scholarship,” Hobbs says.

Now, she’s determined to make a difference in the lives of others 
— much like the scholarship did for her. Her new dreams include 
caring for others as a nurse … and eventually returning to her Houston 
neighborhood to establish a community center for troubled youth.  
“I want them to know that they have support,” she says.

Hobbs has “absolutely loved” her Creighton experience.
“This has really changed my life and changed my family’s life,” 

Hobbs says. “Now I can be an example to my family. I can be an 
example to my nephews and my nieces that you can make it. There is 
something you can do about your future.”

“I always knew I wanted to go to college, but without scholarship support that wouldn’t have happened.”



Profiles in Achievement
Donald Waite, BSC’54, grew up in Le Mars, Iowa, where his family ran a local grocery 

store. His Catholic education reinforced the principles lived out by his parents: integrity, honesty, 
faith, hard work.

Waite’s lifelong demonstration of integrity in his personal and professional life compelled his 
rise in corporate finance by his wise counsel and careful management of investment capital. He 
currently serves as a business consultant to Seagate Technology, the world’s largest disk drive 
manufacturing company.

In 2001, with a gift to the Willing to Lead campaign, Donald and his wife of 50 years, Anna, 
established the Anna Tyler Waite Center for Leadership and the Waite Leadership Scholarship 
Fund in Creighton’s College of Business. This fall, the University will inaugurate another gift to 
the campaign from Donald and Anna Waite — the Waite Endowed Chair in Jesuit Education, 
which will support distinguished Jesuit scholars at Creighton.

At May commencement, Creighton University bestowed upon Donald Waite its highest alumni 
honor, the Alumni Achievement Citation. As a leader in his profession and a leader in support of 
education — humbly, faithfully serving others — Donald Waite is truly an exemplary model of 
what Creighton hopes for in all its graduates.

Donald Waite received the highest alumni honor, the 
Alumni Achievement Citation, at May commencement.


