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06 Lucas W. Atkinson, JD, 
North Platte, Neb., has 

joined the North Platte law firm of 
Norman Paloucek & Herman Law as 
an associate attorney. Holly R. Wolf 
Prenger, JD, Omaha, has joined the 
Nebraska Title Company in Omaha as 
associate general counsel.

Marriages
64 M. Janet Barger-Lux, 

BSMT, and Robert P. 
Heaney, BS’47, MD’51, Jan. 4, 2008, 
living in Omaha. Margaret M. 
Mrzlak, BSN, and Joe Matejka Jr., 
Sept. 29, 2007, living in Houston.

94 Rhonda Brester, BSBA, 
and Scott W. Hanners, Dec. 

29, 2007, living in Elkhorn, Neb. Jolie 
A. Adamsen and Alan R. Brooks, 
BSBA, Nov. 11, 2007, living in Gilbert, 
Ariz. Heather A. Manley, BA, and 
Tom Bennett, Jan. 9, 2008, living in 
Centreville, Va.

99 Michelle M. Aparicio and 
Leo F. Adams Jr., BSChm, 

Feb. 2, 2008, living in Beverly Hills, 
Calif.

00 Rebecca Wegener, BA, and 
Corey L. Boles, Dec. 22, 2007, 

living in Washington, D.C.

01 Kristin A. Turner and 
Matthew A. Spurgin, JD, 

Aug. 31, 2007, living in Topeka, Kan. 
Meghan Walker, BSN, and Michael 
S. Potthoff, BSBA’03, Oct. 6, 2007, 
living in Omaha.

03 Jessica M. Lueders, BA, 
and Dr. Blair C. Thompson, 

May 26, 2007, living in Bowling 
Green, Ky.

04 Amy D. Nejezchleb, BA, 
and Stephen J. Rickerl, Nov. 

3, 2007, living in De Soto, Ill.

05 Brita M. Willis, MD, and Dr. 
Beejay A. Feliciano, Sept. 15, 

2007, living in Seattle. Katie Zach, 
BSN, and Andy Witt, BSBA, Nov. 24, 
2007, living in Omaha.

06 Dr. Laura Holcomb and 
Eric D. Johnson, PharmD, 

April 22, 2007, living in Waterville, 
Maine. Malia A. Lam, MD, and Greg 
Shimokawa, Dec. 29, 2007, living in 
Honolulu.

07 Erin Bullerman, BSN, and 
Michael Youngblut, Sept. 

22, 2007, living in Dubuque, Iowa. 
Tara Joy, BSN’02, MS, and Michael 
Whitmire, Oct. 20, 2007, living in 
Storm Lake, Iowa. Maria E. Smith, 
BSBA, and Kevin J. Brownell, JD’06, 
July 21, 2007, living in West Des 
Moines, Iowa.

Births
79 Michael R. Snyder, JD, 

and Kristi Hilliard, Kearney, 
Neb., twin sons, Jack and Nick, Nov. 
21, 2007.

89 Paul Ardi and Susan M. 
Ardi, BSPhy, Granite Bay, 

Calif., a son, Christopher Landon, 
Sept. 23, 2007.

90 David J. Spaedy, BSBA, 
and Elza Spaedy, Lake 

Worth, Fla., a son, Tristan James, Nov. 
19, 2007. Greg J. Winjum, BSBA, 
and Laura Winjum, Orland Park, Ill., 
a daughter, Emma Christine, March 
9, 2007.

92 Thomas F. McGill, BS, 
and Michelle M. Douglas, 

JD’98, Omaha, a son, Leo Douglas, 
Feb. 28, 2008.

93 Michael Buckland and 
Tracie L. Fong Buckland, 

BSN, Orange, Calif., a daughter, 
Cameryn Lynn, July 18, 2007. Patrick 
Ruprecht and Karen DeCrane 
Ruprecht, BA, Westerfield, Ind., 
two daughters, Sophie Marie, May 
17, 2003, and Audrey Allison, March 
17, 2006.

94 Alan R. Brooks, BSBA, and 
Jolie Brooks, Gilbert, Ariz., a 

son, Aidan Robert, Jan. 11, 2008. Steve 
Faber and Jennifer M. Rozmiarek 
Faber, BA, South Sioux City, Neb., a 
son, Cael Joseph, Dec. 10, 2007.

95 Shawn Bell and Amy L. 
Bell, PharmD, Omaha, a 

daughter, Bethany Mae “Buttercup,” 
June 6, 2007. Fredric M. Maguire, 
BSBA, and Carrie Bunkers 
Maguire, BSBA, Omaha, a son, 
Elijah Emanuel, Dec. 17, 2007. Don 
P. Mlnarik, BSBA, and Gail Mlnarik, 
Omaha, a daughter, Brooke Annette, 
Dec. 14, 2007.

96 Christopher A. Hiemstra, 
BSEvs, and Theresa Kay, 

Laporte, Colo., a daughter, Elinor 
Mari, Dec. 28, 2007. Michael Kuzmich 
and Amy C. Smith Kuzmich, BSN, 
Sacramento, Calif., a daughter, 
Margaret Claire “Maggie,” Feb. 22, 
2007. Scott Moller and Erica L. Sloan 
Moller, BA, Omaha, a son, Braden 
Larson, Jan. 14, 2008. Matthew T. 
Payne, BSBA’93, JD, and Nicole 
Payne, Omaha, a daughter, Emerson 
G., Dec. 21, 2007.

97 John S. Conti, BSBA, and 
Jodi Schulz Conti, BSN’96, 

Cedar Park, Texas, a son, Adam 
Richard, June 3, 2007. Michael W. 
Daly, BS, and Joy S. Donlan Daly, 
BSN’98, Ballwin, Mo., a daughter, 

Katherine Marie “Katy,” May 7, 2007. 
Christopher M. DeMarco, BA’94, 
DPT, and Jill Mentzer DeMarco, 
BSOT’96, Milwaukee, a son, Nicolas 
Michael “Nico,” Jan. 13, 2008.

98 Paul Beldin and Leah Breen 
Beldin, BSBA, Omaha, 

a son, Sean Patrick, Nov. 26, 2007. 
James T. Burke, BusAd, and Jeanne 
M. Ronan Burke, BA’92, Orland 
Park, Ill., a daughter, Catherine Mae 
“Cate,” Nov. 2, 2007. Chris Ennis and 
Molly A. Walsh Ennis, BA’94, JD, 
Denver, a daughter, Mary Frances, 
Nov. 29, 2007. Mark Cohan and 
Shelley M. Crawford, JD, Buena 
Park, Calif., a daughter, Lauren Ann, 
Dec. 1, 2007. Evangelos J. Moraitis, 
BS’93, MD, and Emilia A. Moraitis, 
BSEvs’97, Newnan, Ga., a daughter, 
Stella Marie, June 24, 2007.

99 Michael Bailey and Jill 
Newkirk Bailey, DPT, 

Omaha, a son, Leo Patrick, Dec. 3, 
2007. David Boster and Janet L. 
Walker-Boster, BSBA, Omaha, a 
daughter, Bridget Irene, Nov. 13, 
2007. Jeff Brown and K. Brooke 
Pertzborn Brown, BS, Tampa, Fla., 
a son, Beckett Shea, July 20, 2007. 
Mark P. Ferry, BSBA, and Abby 
Ferry, Omaha, a daughter, Elizabeth 
Ann “Ellie,” Nov. 29, 2007. Scott 
M. Guilliatt, BA’94, JD, and Emily 
Straub Guilliatt, BA’94, Fremont, 
Neb., a son, Samuel Walsh, Jan. 29, 
2008. Lt. Ted Wiederholt and Dawn 
McMillen Wiederholt, BSChem, 
Pearl City, Hawaii, a daughter, Evelyn 
Amanda, Jan. 1, 2008.

00 Thomas W. Cohee, BS’96, 
MD, and Michelle M. 

Steffensmeier Cohee, BSBA’96, 
West Point, Neb., a daughter, Ava 
Marie, Nov. 17, 2007. Les Dickens 
and Theresa Luna Dickens, BSBA, 
St. Louis, a daughter, Sophia Marie, 

Oct. 1, 2007. William E. Griffiths and 
Jessica D. Carlson Griffiths, BS, 
Kansas City, Mo., a son, William 
Randal “Liam,” Nov. 1, 2007. Justin 
R. Racht, MD, and Kerry M. 
Donovan Racht, BSOT’99, Warwick, 
R.I., a son, Liam Donovan, Jan. 11, 
2008. Elie S. Saikaly, PharmD, 
and Debbie Buchholtz-Saikaly, 
PharmD, Surprise, Ariz., a daughter, 
Hope Ava, Dec. 6, 2007. Todd R. 
White, PharmD, and Joyce Mashni 
White, PharmD, Lexington, Ky., a 
son, Trae Jarret “TJ,” Oct. 23, 2007.

01 Matthew Pierson and 
Catherine S. Stanley 

Pierson “Katy,” BA, Omaha, a 
daughter, Nora Lucille, Sept. 5, 2007. 
Corey L. Rife, BSEvs’96, PharmD, 
and Tara L. Aldinger-Rife, BSOT’99, 
Omaha, a daughter, Sadie Lucille, 
Nov. 13, 2007. Michael Stevens and 
Corey L. Wilson Stevens, PharmD, 
Henderson, Nev., a daughter, 
Logan Elizabeth, Oct. 25, 2007. John 
Washburn Jr. and Kara Witulski 
Washburn, BA, Denver, a daughter, 
Myla, Oct. 24, 2007.

02 Nathan Hanson and 
Lindsay B. Birch Hanson, 

BSBA, Riviera Beach, Fla., a son, 
Caleb Patrick, Feb. 5, 2008. Lance M. 
Taniguchi, BS’98, MD, and Charis 
Taniguchi, Honolulu, a daughter, 
Maddix, Sept. 14, 2007. Andrew 
Watson and Stacey L. Sukovaty 
Watson, OTD, Wilber, Neb., a 
daughter, Claire Mae, Oct. 11, 2007.

03 Michael Glynn and 
Courtney Cloman Glynn, 

JD, Phoenix, a son, Zane Michael, 
Nov. 30, 2007. Zachary Hildebrand 
and Pam Japlit Hildebrand, MD, 
Salt Lake City, a son, Isaac Rhodes, 
Dec. 10, 2007. J. Miah Sommer and 
Katie Crooks Sommer, BA’01, MA, 
Omaha, a son, Henry, June 25, 2007. 

For a listing of upcoming alumni events,  
check out the alumni website:

alumni.creighton.edu
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Creighton Taps Four as Spirits of 
Creighton at May Commencement

A graduate of the College of Business Administration imbued with 
a spirit of determination, optimism and service and three medical 
school graduates who helped establish a free medical clinic serving 
Omaha’s homeless, uninsured and underinsured, received the Spirit 
of Creighton Award at spring commencement on May 10 at the 
Qwest Center Omaha.

Joseph Ortega, BSBA’08, a finance and accounting major from 
Aurora, Colo., was presented the Spirit of Creighton Award during 
the morning ceremony. Justin Birge, MD’08, of Omaha; Jacob 
Smeltzer, MD’08, of Derby, Kan.; and Mary (Maggie) Skrypek, 
MD’08, of St. Paul, Minn., received the award during the afternoon 
ceremony. Since 1949, the Spirit of Creighton Award has been given 
annually to graduating students exemplifying the best qualities of 
the University’s founders. Recipients are honored for their initiative, 
enterprise, academic achievement and outstanding character traits.

Joseph Ortega
In addition to holding a 4.0 grade-point average, Ortega has been 

highly involved during his time at Creighton. He served as president 
of Creighton’s chapter of Beta Alpha Psi, the accounting honor society, 
and vice president of Creighton’s chapter of Beta Gamma Sigma, the 
international society for business students and scholars. He also was a  
a four-year participant in the Anna Tyler Waite Leadership program, 
and a walk-on with the baseball team for two years.

Ortega also reached out in service to the community. He was 
co-director of the Youth Leadership Omaha program, co-sponsored 
by the AIM Institute and the College of Business Administration. 
As an intern with Qwest Communications, he organized Phones for 
Life, a project through which donated phones were distributed to 
the elderly, the disabled and victims of domestic abuse. Ortega also 
established the Paul S. Ortega Foundation in his grandfather’s name. 
The nonprofit organization is dedicated to supporting and assisting 
the elderly in their daily lives. He has interned in the office of former 
President Bill Clinton in New York, as well as in the office of Sen. Ben 
Nelson (D-Neb.). Ortega plans to attend law school and pursue a 
career in politics.

Justin Birge, Maggie Skrypek and Jacob Smeltzer
Medical graduates Birge, Smeltzer and Skrypek were instrumental 

in establishing the Magis Medical Clinic at the Siena/Francis House 
in 2004. The student-run program serves more than 1,500 medically 
underserved patients annually. Medical students and physician 
volunteers work with other organizations to provide acute care and 
follow-up, physical exams, lab tests, medications, specialty clinics and 
referrals.

As fundraising director for the Magis Clinic, Birge raised more 
than $450,000 through grants, private donations and events over 
the past three years. He also served on the School of Medicine 
Student Advancement Committee and was his class vice president 
for two years. Birge has been active as a volunteer with Paws for 
Friendship, a pet therapy program, and Body Basics, a community 
program teaching Omaha grade-school children about anatomy 
and physiology. He has been inducted into the prestigious Gold 
Humanism Honor Society for his integrity, compassion and altruism.

Skrypek has served as director of the Magis Clinic, coordinating 

other officers and managers, writing grants and representing the 
clinic to the Omaha community. She has also been very active 
in Creighton’s Institute for Latin American Concern (ILAC) and 
Creighton United in Relief Assistance (Project CURA), service 
programs that bring free health care and health education to 
underserved populations around the world. Skrypek has served as a 
volunteer with an Omaha pediatric tuberculosis clinic,  
Siena/Francis House, Habitat for Humanity and Project Suds, a 
community program teaching Omaha children proper hand-washing 
techniques.

Smeltzer has volunteered his time to such organizations as the  
Magis Clinic (including two years as director), Siena/Francis House, 
One World Community Health Center, Body Basics and Project Suds 
(organizer and volunteer). At Siena/Francis House, he organized 
an ongoing program through which ConAgra Foods donates bread 
to the shelter. He was inducted into Alpha Omega Alpha (AOA) 
Medical Honor Society, and he served as co-president of AOA’s 
Creighton chapter. He has been inducted into the prestigious Gold 
Humanism Honor Society. 

Joseph Ortega From left to right, Jacob Smeltzer, Justin Birge and Maggie Skrypek
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Adam Van Alphen and Erin Egan 
Van Alphen, BSMth, Denver, a 
daughter, Eleanor Marie, Nov. 27, 
2007.

04 Kristopher Keyser and 
Caitlin McMahon Keyser, 

BA, Nokesville, Va., a son, Donovan 
Scott, Dec. 28, 2007. Brandon Peters 
and Jen Boro Peters, BSN, Omaha, 
a son, Kaleb Michael, Dec. 11, 2007. 
William M. Semple, BA’01, JD, 
and Stephanie Johnson Semple, 
PharmD’03, Omaha, a daughter, 
Caitlyn Jeanne, Sept. 6, 2007.

05 Scott M. Going, JD, and 
Sara Cizek Going, BA’02, 

JD, La Vista, Neb., a son, Nolan 
Marty, Oct. 11, 2007. Christopher 
G. Kelley, DDS, and Barb Kelley, 
Excelsior, Minn., a son, Conner 
Lawrence, Dec. 7, 2007. Monte G. 
Merrell, MD, and Julie Merrell, 
Phoenix, a son, Michael Brett 
“Mikey,” Feb. 27, 2008.

Deaths
36 Robert E. O’Shea, Arts, 

Wauconda, Ill., Nov. 24, 2007.

38 Robert “Bob” F. Dempster, 
Arts, Council Bluffs, Iowa, 

Feb. 21, 2008. 

41 Eugene J. Kessler, PhB’40, 
JD, Humphrey, Neb., Feb. 

24, 2008.

42 Lucia (Nanfito) Ahern, BA, 
Shubert, Neb., Jan. 25, 2008. 

Evelyn (Kratosak) Eng Elliott, SJN, 
Petoskey, Mich., Dec. 22, 2007.

43 Sr. Mary Magdalene 
Nushy, R.S.M., PhB, Denver, 

Feb. 28, 2008.

44 Roland J. Zarlengo, MD, 
Denver, Dec. 26, 2007.

46 Mary (Masilko) Dietz, SJN, 
Omaha, Dec. 13, 2007. Mary 

Anne (Ruther) Kane, SJN, Tucson, 
Ariz., Feb. 7, 2008. Joseph “Joe” 
Waters, Arts, Omaha, Jan. 27, 2008.

47 Ruth F. (Stafford) 
Buerman, SCN, Omaha, 

Feb. 23, 2008. Patricia A. (Hayes) 
Kenney, SCN, Allenstown, N.H., Feb. 
17, 2008.

48 John W. Hardwick, DDS, 
St. Joseph, La., Oct. 11, 2007. 

George A. Lebens, JD, Omaha, Dec. 
12, 2007. Anna Mae Ross, BSPha, 
Omaha, Jan. 26, 2008.

50 Suzanne “Sue” Corder, 
SJN, Omaha, Feb. 24, 2008. 

John P. Crook, BusAd, Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, Jan. 14, 2008. Robert 
L. Gradoville, BS, Omaha, Jan. 9, 
2008. Vincent W. Langenfeld, BSC, 
Omaha, Feb. 13, 2008.

51 Barbara A. (Smith) Clark, 
SCN’49, BSN, Omaha, Jan. 

31, 2008. Harold R. Moss, DDS, 
Delta, Ohio, Jan. 1, 2008. Jay A. 
Rasmussen, BS, Singer Island, Fla., 
Feb. 7, 2008. Joseph P. Stroesser, 
BusAd, Omaha, Feb. 29, 2008.

52 James J. Phelan, Arts, 
Omaha, Feb. 24, 2008. Galen 

W. Quinn, DDS, Eugene, Ore., Jan. 
22, 2008. Charles E. Walter, BSPha, 
Omaha, Jan. 26, 2008.

54 Robert T. Huddleston, MD, 
Blaine, Wash., Dec. 6, 2007.

55 J. (John) Stuart Watton 
Sr., BusAd, Falls City, Neb., 

Jan. 7, 2008. Charles A. Fangman, 
MD, Carroll, Iowa, Feb. 16, 2008. 
Louis L. Ronnau, BSPha, Overland 
Park, Kan., Dec. 14, 2007. Arthur L. 
Sciortino, MD’50, MSM, Surprise, 
Ariz., Feb. 28, 2008.	

56 William C. Coats Jr., DDS, 
Jacksonville, Ala., Dec. 27, 

2007. Jack C. DiLaura, DDS, Norfolk, 
Va., Oct. 11, 2007. Ralph W. Remmes, 
BS, Englewood, Colo., February 2008.

57 James A. Bastian, BSBA, 
Chandler, Ariz., Jan. 24, 2008. 

Robert L. Christiansen, DDS, San 
Antonio, Texas, Dec. 4, 2007. Msgr. 
Louis H. Kollasch, MSEdu, Fort 
Dodge, Iowa, Oct. 8, 2007. Lawrence 
E. Monte, Arts, Albuquerque, N.M., 
July 18, 2007. John P. Seidler, BS, San 
Rafael, Calif., Jan. 16, 2008.

59 Sr. M. Jose Forsyth, B.V.M., 
MA, Dubuque, Iowa, Nov. 

24, 2007. Robert T. Schinker, BA, 

Lyons, Smith Receive Alumni Merit Awards
School of Dentistry

Ray A. Lyons, DDS’79, received the 2008 Alumni Merit Award 
from Creighton University’s School of Dentistry on April 25.

Lyons has been involved in dental care and teaching for more than 
27 years. As chief of special needs dental 
services at the New Mexico Department of 
Health Los Lunas Community Program, he 
has managed the oral health care of patients 
with complicated medical conditions and 
multiple disabilities. At the same time, he has 
served as an adjunct assistant professor at the 
University of New Mexico (UNM) Dental 
Programs. Lyons is a member of New Mexico 
Governor’s Oral Health Council, and a dental 

consultant for UNM’s School of Medicine. He has lectured nationally 
and internationally on the care of patients with disabilities.

Through the years, he has held many leadership positions, 
including national president of the Special Care Dentistry Association, 
national president of the Academy of Dentistry for Persons with 
Disabilities, and oral health expert on the professional board of 
directors for Community Services Network of Western Tennessee.

He is the 2001 recipient of the Harold Berk Award from the 
Federation of Special Care Organizations in Dentistry for exemplary 
contributions to the advancement of oral health care for persons with 
disabilities. He was named New Mexico Dentist of the Year in 1991, 
by the Pierre Fouchard Academy and Healthcare Practitioner of the 
Year in 2007 by the Association for Retarded Citizens of New Mexico.

School of Law
The School of Law presented its 2008 Alumni Merit Award to 

Walter J. Smith, JD’72, on May 9.
As managing partner of Baker Botts, LLP, Houston, Smith has 

been the driving force behind the firm’s 
development of a nationally recognized 
program for employing individuals with 
cognitive disabilities in each of its offices 
throughout the United States. Botts recently 
received the Employer of the Year Award 
from the Disability Services Board of Fairfax 
County, Va., and the National Disability 
Employer Recognition Regional Award from 
the New York State Educational Office.

Smith has practiced corporate and securities law at Baker 
Botts, LLP, for more than 27 years. Following his graduation 
from Creighton, he clerked on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit and earned a master’s of law degree 
from Harvard Law School. He moved to Houston, corporate 
headquarters for Baker Botts, LLP, in 1975.

He has been involved in numerous civic and charitable activities. 
Currently, he serves on the board of trustees of Riverview School, 
Inc., a school for students with special needs in East Sandwich, 
Mass.; the boards of directors of Fund for Teachers, Inc. Houston; 
Central Houston Inc., Houston; the Greater Houston Partnership; 
the University of Houston Law Foundation; and the Development 
Board of the University of Texas Health Science Center.

Lyons Smith
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Omaha, Feb. 17, 2008.

60 Linus W. Fangman, Arts, 
Leander, Texas, Jan. 10, 2008. 

Robert J. Higgins, BS, El Cajon, 
Calif., Feb. 22, 2008. Benedict D. 
“Dick” Trierweiler, MA, Cheyenne, 
Wyo., Dec. 7, 2007.

62 Roger P. Bradley, BA, 
Chicago, Dec. 29, 2007. J. 

Clayton “Clay” Campbell, MD, 
Carter Lake, Iowa, Jan. 5, 2008. Sr. 
Helen A. Pfeifer, O.S.F., MSEdu, 
Colorado Springs, Colo., Dec. 19, 2007. 
James “Gary” Laughlin, BSPha, 
Shenandoah, Iowa, Dec. 19, 2007.

65 Mary Ann (Akromis) 
Cooley, BS, Papillion, Neb., 

Feb. 24, 2008. Richard E. Donahoe, 
BA, La Vista, Neb., Feb. 23, 2008.  
Susan “Sue” Bremser Mackiewicz, 
Arts, Omaha, Jan. 4, 2008.

67 H. (Henry) Joseph 
Dworak, BA, Springfield, 

Neb., December 2007. Rodney A. 

Erdelt, BA, Brookfield, Wis., Jan. 
19, 2008. Charles R. Wagner, MBA, 
North Mankato, Minn., Jan. 17, 2008.

70 Frank S. Baleiko, MD, 
Cadillac, Mich., Dec. 20, 

2007. Gayle A. Genovesi, BS, 
Omaha, Dec. 17, 2007.

71 Rod “Rodney” D. Larson, 
MA, Omaha, Jan. 1, 2008.

72 Ronald L. Brown, JD, Fort 
Collins, Colo., Dec. 30, 2007.

74 Lyle D. Drieling, MSEdu, 
Cozad, Neb., Jan. 18, 2008. 

Judy K. Hoffman, JD, Omaha, Dec. 
10, 2007. Thomas L. Nabb, Arts, 
Sarasota, Fla., Oct. 12, 2007.

77 Rev. Robert P. Krajicek, 
MARelEd’74, MDiv, 

Phoenix, Jan. 28, 2008.

78 Charles L. Brooks, BA, 
Omaha, Feb. 19, 2008.

80 Patricia A. (Finerty) 
Harman, BSN, Council 

Bluffs, Iowa, Dec. 16, 2007.

82 Sr. Carol Reeb, SSND, MS, 
St. Louis, Nov. 23, 2007.

83 Guy S. Schuelke, PhD, 
Elcho, Wis., Oct. 26, 2007.

85 Sara J. (McCormick) Peetz, 
BSBA, Omaha, Dec. 29, 2007.  

96 Angela Louise Geditz, infant 
daughter of Alexandra 

F. Suslow-Geditz, MD, and Louis 
Geditz, Louisville, Neb., Jan. 30, 2008.

Declining interest rates have many 
people scrambling to bring their financial 
pictures back into focus. While many view 
this situation 
negatively, 
lower rates can 
have a positive 
impact upon the 
immediate benefits 
donors receive 
from several 
deferred charitable 
gift plans.

The declining interest rates have a direct 
impact on an IRS factor called the applicable 
federal rate (AFR). Each month the IRS 
determines a new AFR, which is used in the 
calculation that determines the deductible 
portion of your deferred gift. Right now, this 
rate is the lowest it’s been since 2003, thus 

making the charitable gift annuity, charitable 
lead trust and a retained life interest in your 
personal residence, vacation property or farm 
very attractive.

A charitable gift annuity is a contractual 
agreement between Creighton University and 
you in which the University agrees to pay you, 
or you and another individual, a fixed annual 
sum for your lifetime or lifetimes. (The fixed 
rate is based upon your age at date of funding. 
For example, currently a 65-year-old would 
receive 6 percent and a 75-year-old 7.1 percent 
for life.) A portion of your quarterly lifetime 
payments is taxable and a portion is tax-free. If 
your gift is completed in a month with a low 
AFR you will receive more tax-free income. You 
also receive an immediate charitable income tax 
deduction for a portion of the assets transferred 
to Creighton. 

A charitable lead trust is an arrangement that 
permits you to first direct income from assets 
placed into the trust to Creighton for a period of 
time and then direct the trust’s remainder back 
to you or to your heirs. This trust is ideal for 
people who want to support Creighton but also 
want to have funds available for their children 
or grandchildren. The historically low AFR 
produces an increased charitable deduction, 
which can significantly decrease the taxes on 
the trust assets ultimately transferred to your 
heirs. With careful planning, it is possible to 
completely eliminate all estate and gift taxes on 

Benefits of Deferred 
Charitable Gift Plans

 Message
     from
    Estate and 
Trust Services

Steve Scholer, JD‘79
Director of Estate & Trust Services

Creighton Society Members
The Edward and Mary Lucretia Creighton Society is Creighton 
University’s premier Donor Recognition Club. Members of the 
Creighton Society sustain the University through their unrestricted 
annual gifts. These generous contributions to Sustaining Gifts are 
crucial to ensuring that Creighton is a leader in providing the highest 
quality Jesuit, Catholic education to our students. Creighton Society 
members are recognized as follows: 

†  – Ignatian Circle ($10,000 and above)
❂ – Jesuit Circle ($5,000 to $9,999)
❖ – Founders’ Circle ($2,500 to $4,999)
✽ – Sustaining Member ($1,000 to $2,500)

the trust funds that will ultimately go to  
your heirs.

You also may donate your personal 
residence, vacation property or farm to 
Creighton and retain the right to live there for 
your lifetime. In exchange for your gift, you 
receive a charitable income tax deduction 
for a portion of the fair market value of the 
property donated. The current low AFR 
will provide you with a significantly higher 
income tax deduction when compared with 
prior months. The retained life estate is a 
wonderful way to support Creighton by 
converting the appreciation in your property 
to an immediate charitable deduction that 
you can use to offset taxable income … 
without having to write a check. 

These are but three of the myriad ways 
in which you can benefit while helping to 
transform Creighton University’s future. 
If you would like further information or a 
personalized no-obligation illustration of 
how these, or other, charitable gifts can fit 
into your financial picture, please contact 
the Office of Estate and Trust Services at 
(800) 334-8794, (402) 280-1143 or by e-mail at 
giftplanning@creighton.edu. You also can find 
us on the web at giftplanning.creighton.edu.
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Support for Science Education and Technology
“Creighton students are gaining a strong national and international 

reputation. They are applying and being selected for prestigious 
scholarships such as the Rhodes, the Fulbright and the Goldwater 
in record numbers. Creighton undergraduates engage in research 
with faculty in all fields of inquiry — including the humanities, the 
social sciences and the natural sciences. These opportunities give 
our students a dynamic educational experience typically reserved for 
graduate students. The prestigious publications, presentations and 
scholarships that result set our students apart from their peers at other 
academic institutions. Each summer, the College of Arts and Sciences 
provides limited scholarship funding to students pursuing independent 
research. Your support of the Willing to Lead Campaign advances 
student/faculty research as we aggressively work to further Creighton’s 
prominence as a national leader in the area of undergraduate research.”

Bridget Keegan, Ph.D.
Associate Dean and Professor of English

“At Creighton, students can become involved with faculty members and 
their research on a personal level. We are not the only school that values 
undergraduate research, but we do start earlier and ask more of our 
students than our peer institutions. This is what gives our students the 
Creighton advantage to earn national recognition and to secure places 

in graduate and professional programs. Research and internships help 
students put classroom knowledge into a real world context. These 
experiences facilitate students in gaining a better sense of who they 
are and what they are called to do.”

Michael Cherney, Ph.D.
Professor of Physics and Goldwater Program Faculty Representative

Creighton University’s Goldwater scholars (see story on Page 22) 
are a testament to the quality science education afforded students at 
the University. Willing to Lead: The Campaign for Creighton University 
supports Creighton’s continuing efforts to enhance science education 
and technology. Our goal is to maximize the synergies of a strong 
undergraduate science program and a major medical center in one 
institution. Through your generous support of the Willing to Lead 
Campaign, our students will benefit from facilities and technology that 
allow them to excel. Through its commitment to the sciences, Creighton 
University is Willing to Lead. 

Michael Cherney, Ph.D.

Willing to Innovate
Bridget Keegan, Ph.D.



Complete contest rules 
are available online at: 

alumni.creighton.edu


